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These " talks " must have been very helpful to those with whom 
they were held, enabling them to get answers to questions which are 
sure to suggest themselves to every earnest student of science. The 
style is attractive, and the thoughts are clearly expressed, and the tone 
candid. There is a little confusion in the order of the thoughts. — 
N. S. Burton. 

Buddhism and Its Christian Critics. By Dr. Paul Carus. (Chicago : 
Open Court Publishing Co., 1897 ; pp. 316 ; cloth, $1.25.) The present 
deepened interest in the study of the non-Christian religions will give 
this book a wide welcome. Dr. Carus has been a diligent and sympa- 
thetic student of Buddhism, and the present work, into which he has 
manifestly put the results of much reading and careful thought, dis- 
cusses the "Origin and Philosophy" of Buddhism, the "Psychological 
Problem" which it presents, its "Basic Concepts," its "Relations with 
Christianity," and the " Criticisms which Christians have Made of the 
Buddhist System." Dr. Carus has written a book which will probably 
be of more service to the non-Christian than to the Christian readers 
of it. He does not accept historic Christianity, but he has a cordial 
sympathy for Christian ethics and many Christian ideas. He perceives 
clearly the superiority of Christianity, at least in its effects upon the 
general life of men. His efforts to make Buddhism appear theistic 
must be regarded as a failure. Some of his criticisms of the conduct 
of missions are timely and just. The author's style is marked by some 
infelicities, but our chief criticism of his work is the indorsement of 
the Buddhist psychology. Christian readers of this volume will need 
to be continually on their guard, for Dr. Carus is skilful in statement, 
and plausible in some of the arguments by which he would eliminate 
from our souls the conviction of our own personality, and the hope of 
a conscious immortality. — John H. Barrows. 

Die Urreligion der Indogermanen. Vortrag von Dr. Ernst Siecke, 
Professor am Lessing- Gymnasium in Berlin* (Berlin : Mayer & 
Miiller, 1897 ; pp. 38 ; M. 0.80.) The gist of this brief pamphlet may 
be summed up in the following proposition : All the great deities of the 
primitive Indo-Germanic world go back to the sun, moon, heaven, and 
like powers of nature. This is a position which, so far as it relates to 
the moon, and, in a somewhat less degree, to the sun, is a return to 
what is generally regarded nowadays as an untenable view. It is, 
however, defended with vigor and supported with many weighty 
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proofs. The pendulum has lately swung far away from the side 
of the comparative mythologists on account of their fantasies and 
extravagances, and now inclines heavily toward the anthropologists. 
It is fitting that there should.be some reaction. Professor Siecke tries 
to prove too much, a thing which seems to be the fault of all the 
Germans — they follow most of their good ideas out of the window. 
His field of view is not broad enough. He will accept only that 
mythology which he can see with his own eyes, but his eyes are always 
aloft, and he does not imagine that the primitive Indo-German ever 
saw anything below the tops of the trees. His brochure will serve to 
call us back to the recognition of neglected facts in Indo-Germanic 
religion. It will not convince anyone of the truth of its thesis 
expressed in so extreme a form. — George S. Goodspeed. 

Guesses at the Riddle of Existence, and Other Essays on Kindred 
Subjects. By Goldwin Smith. (New York : The Macmillan Co., 1898 ; 
pp. x-(- 244; $1.25.) The "guesses" are not the author's, but those 
of Drummond, Kidd, and Balfour, which he criticises in the opening 
essay. In other papers he treats of the Old Testament, immortality, 
miracles, and " Morality and Theism." The book is the sincere 
expression of an honest, dry-minded man, who is deeply convinced 
that not only the popular Christianity, but theism itself, has been seri- 
ously discredited by modern knowledge. The Old Testament, though 
not without value, is a burden to religion. In Christianity the Founder 
is great, but the miraculous element is wholly disproved. Immor- 
tality, though our hearts cry out for it, hangs in doubt. Theism is far 
less certain than we thought, and what morality and the social order 
will do without it we cannot tell ; while the "guesses" by which certain 
men of our time have sought to rehabilitate faith are futile. In this 
view of things the author does not take pleasure, but writes rather in 
sadness, so far as the present is concerned, and in hope, though not in 
very definite hope, that after the period of destruction is past a truer 
and stronger theism may be constructively established. To this result, 
however, the present volume does not directly contribute. — William 
N. Clarke. 

Einf&hrung in das griechische Neue Testament. Von Eberhard 
Nestle. Mit 8 Handschriften-Tafeln. (Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht, 1897 ; pp. 129; M. 2 ; bd., M. 3.40.) The three chapters 
of this introduction, or companion, to the Greek New Testament, 



